Crimes Against Property 
 
Use the words in the box to complete the text. 
 arson    burglary    computer crime    embezzlement     extortion    forgery    theft    mugging  receiving stolen property  robbery  shoplifting   taking a vehicle without consent  vandalism  
  
The category of crimes against property includes crimes in which property is damaged or cases in which property is stolen or otherwise taken against the will of the owner. 
a) … is the willful and malicious burning of another person’s property, whether owned by the accused or not. If any property is burned with the intent to defraud an insurance company this is usually a separate crime. 
b) … also known as malicious mischief, is the willful destruction of, or damage to, the property of another. It includes such things as smashing telephone kiosks, breaking windows, ripping down fences, flooding basements and breaking car aerials. Depending on its extent, it can be either a felony or a misdemeanor in the USA. 
c) … is the unlawful taking of property of another with intent to steal it permanently. This crime also includes keeping lost property when a reasonable method exists for finding the owner, or if you keep property delivered to you by mistake.. 
d) … is a form of theft (or larceny in US). It is the crime of taking items from a store without paying or intending to pay for them.  
e) … is the unlawful taking of property or money by someone to whom it was entrusted. IN UK it is a form of theft. 
f) … is the unlawful taking of property from a person’s immediate possession by force or intimidation, generally in banks, trains etc. In fact, it involves two criminal intentions: theft of property and actual or potential physical harm to the victim 
g) …, popularly called blackmail, is the use of threats to obtain the property of another. Its statutes generally cover threats to do future physical harm, destroy property or injure someone’s character or reputation. 
h) …, originally defined as breaking and entering the dwelling of another during the night with intent to commit a felony (commit theft –UK), now includes the unauthorised entry into any structure with the intent to commit a crime, regardless of the time of day. 
i) … is a crime in which a person falsely makes or alters a writing or document with intent to defraud. It can also mean altering or erasing part of a previously signed document. 
j) … is a crime of receiving or buying property that you know or have reason to believe is stolen. Knowledge that the property is stolen may be implied by the circumstances. 
k) … is committed when a person takes, operates, or removes a motor vehicle without consent of the owner, including joy-riding. A passenger in a stolen car may also be guilty if that person had reason to believe the car was being used without permission. 
l) … can be broadly defined as the unauthorised access to someone else’s computer system. Most of the time such action is designed to steal government or trade secrets and sell them to business rivals or foreign governments. 
m) … is attacking and violently robbing a person out of doors (e.g. in a park, in a car 
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