English for Law Enforcement

READING
Law enforcement is any system by which some members of society act in an organized manner to enforce the law by discovering, deterring, rehabilitating, or punishing people who violate the rules and norms governing that society.[footnoteRef:1] Although the term encompasses entities such as courts and corrections, it is most frequently applied to those who directly engage in patrols or surveillance to dissuade and discover criminal activity, and those who investigate crimes and apprehend offenders,[footnoteRef:2] a task typically carried out by the police, sheriff or another law enforcement organization. Although law enforcement may be most concerned with the prevention and punishment of crimes, organizations exist to discourage a wide variety of non-criminal violations of rules and norms, effected through the imposition of less severe consequences. There are also different units in different police departments, including “Undercover”, “Detective”, “CID”, “Gang Task Force”, “Drug Task Force”, this varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  New Law Journal - Volume 123, Part 1 - Page 358, 1974]  [2:  Kären M. Hess, Christine Hess Orthmann, Introduction to Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice (2008), p. 1.]  [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_enforcement] 

Most law enforcement is conducted by some type of law enforcement agency, with the most typical agency fulfilling this role being the police. Social investment in enforcement through such organizations can be massive, both in terms of the resources invested in the activity, and in the number of people professionally engaged to perform those functions.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Kären M. Hess, Christine Hess Orthmann, Introduction to Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice (2008), p. 1.] 



law enforcement – definitions 
(Optional translation exercise - you may translate the sentence into the Slovak and then work in pairs and have your colleague translate the sentence back into English)
1. the action or activity of compelling observance of or compliance with the law.
He retired from a career in law enforcement.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&ei=PApnXJ_PCoqXlwT8-aFQ&q=law+enforcement+meaning&oq=+law+enforcement+m&gs_l=psy-ab.3.1.0i203l10.279859.286400..288661...0.0..0.155.408.0j3......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i7i30j0i67j0.dAkFwxVbLm8#spf=1580475544400] 

.................................................................................................................................
2. the department of people who enforce laws, investigate crimes, and make arrests : the police 
She works in law enforcement. Law enforcement officials in the area were alerted of the suspect's escape.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/law%20enforcement] 

.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
3. the activity of making certain that the laws of an area are obeyed: 
His early career was in law enforcement.
.................................................................................................................................
4. law enforcement officials/officers 
Several law enforcement officers were sent to Mexico to bring the prisoner back.
.................................................................................................................................
5. the police or other officials who stop crime or catch criminals: 
Law enforcement is sending a message that companies cannot do business one way in America, and another way in the developing world.
The Act requires close cooperation between the private sector and law enforcement.
The organization has worked with law enforcement agencies across the world to improve global internet security.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/law-enforcement] 

.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
6. law-enforcement agencies or officials are responsible for catching people who break the law. 
We need to restore respect for the law-enforcement agencies. [mainly US][footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/law-enforcement] 

.................................................................................................................................



Excercises:
1. Match the words with their definitions:
1 detention	a 	the act of obeying an order, rule, or request [footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/compliance] 

2	a suspect	b 	seize, capture; specifically : to take or keep in custody by authority of law [footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/arrest] 

3	to comply	c	confinement or imprisonment, usually for a short time[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detention] 

4	to deter	d	to force someone to do something[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/compel] 

5	to apprehend	e	to make sure that people obey the law[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/enforce%20the%20law] 

6	to compel	f	to discourage or restrain from acting or proceeding[footnoteRef:14] [14:  https://www.dictionary.com/browse/deter] 

7	to arrest	g	a person believed to have committed a crime or done something wrong, or something believed to have caused something bad[footnoteRef:15] [15:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/suspect] 

8	to enforce	h	to catch and arrest someone who has not obeyed the law[footnoteRef:16] [16:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/apprehend] 


2. Complete the table by filling in the correct noun, verb form:
	Verb
	Noun

	
	compliance

	break
	

	enforce
	

	
	detention

	arrest
	

	suspect
	suspicion / ................ (a person)

	
	investigation

	act
	



3. Fill in the blanks with the missing words in the box below:

i. The company said that it had always acted in ......................... with environmental laws.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/compliance] 

ii. The police have finally .................... the killer.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/apprehend] 

iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]The investigation led to his ...................... .[footnoteRef:19] [19:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/arrest] 

iv. In some cases a patentee can be ........................ to grant a licence to use his patent on reasonable terms.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/compel] 

v. The large dog ............... trespassers.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  https://www.dictionary.com/browse/deter] 

vi. The new system also severely limited automatic pretrial ........................, which was sometimes used to imprison suspects for years without trial, and provided more mechanisms for alternative dispute resolutions.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detention] 

vii. The job of the police is to ......................... the law.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/enforce%20the%20law] 

viii. Police have issued a photograph of the ............................ .[footnoteRef:24] [24:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/suspect] 



	arrest         deter          compliance     apprehend   
detention          suspect         compelled         enforce




A law enforcement agency (LEA) is any agency which enforces the law. This may be a special, local, or state police, federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) or the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). Also, it can be used to describe an international organization such as Europol or Interpol.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_law_enforcement_agencies#International] 

Law enforcement agencies have powers, which other government subjects do not, to enable the law enforcement agency to undertake its responsibilities. These powers exercised by law enforcement agencies include:
a. exemptions from laws;
b. intrusive powers, for search, seizure, and interception;
c. legal deception;
d. use of force and constraint of liberty;
e. jurisdictional override; and
f. direction.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  https://definitions.uslegal.com/l/law-enforcement-agency/
] 



Law Enforcement Officer 
A law enforcement officer is a government employee who is responsible for the prevention, investigation, apprehension, or detention of individuals suspected or convicted of offenses against the criminal laws, including an employee engaged in this activity who is transferred to a supervisory or administrative position; or serving as a probation or pretrial services officer. 
Federal law enforcement agents have duties similar to those of local police officers. These agents enforce the law, investigate crimes, preserve evidence, write reports for government prosecutors, apprehend fugitives, and testify in court. However, federal agents deal with specialized types of federal crimes throughout the United States.
The following is an example of a state statute dealing with impersonating an officer:
18-5-113. Criminal impersonation.
(1) A person commits criminal impersonation if he knowingly assumes a false or fictitious identity or capacity, and in such identity or capacity he:
a. Marries, or pretends to marry, or to sustain the marriage relation toward another without the connivance of the latter; or
b. Becomes bail or surety for a party in an action or proceeding, civil or criminal, before a court or officer authorized to take the bail or surety; or
c. Confesses a judgment, or subscribes, verifies, publishes, acknowledges, or proves a written instrument which by law may be recorded, with the intent that the same may be delivered as true; or
d. Does an act which if done by the person falsely impersonated, might subject such person to an action or special proceeding, civil or criminal, or to liability, charge, forfeiture, or penalty; or
e. Does any other act with intent to unlawfully gain a benefit for himself or another or to injure or defraud another.
(2) Criminal impersonation is a class 6 felony.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  https://definitions.uslegal.com/l/law-enforcement-officer/] 


Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Law and Legal Definition
According to 42 USCS § 5603 [Title 42. The Public Health And Welfare; Chapter 72. Juvenile Justice And Delinquency Prevention; Generally], the term "law enforcement and criminal justice" means any activity pertaining to crime prevention, control, or reduction or the enforcement of the criminal law, including, but not limited to police efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or to apprehend criminals, activities of courts having criminal jurisdiction and related agencies (including prosecutorial and defender services), activities of corrections, probation, or parole authorities, and programs relating to the prevention, control, or reduction of juvenile delinquency or narcotic addiction.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  https://definitions.uslegal.com/l/law-enforcement-and-criminal-justice/] 


Police headquarters - a station that serves as headquarters for police in a particular district; serves as a place from which policemen are dispatched and to which arrested persons are brought.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/police%20headquarters
] 


Translate the following newspaper sentences:
This makes forgeries virtually impossible to detect by law enforcement officials outside Belgium. Times, Sunday Times (2016)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
We regularly work with law enforcement officers to help keep the site safe and are currently helping the police with this investigation.Times, Sunday Times (2009)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
A law enforcement official asked why there was no evidence of soft tissue damage in the pictures. The Sun (2010).
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Doctors, health visitors and social workers are not law enforcement officers permanently and selectively attuned to discovering breaches of statute.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/law-enforcement
] 

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


Police 
A body sanctioned by local, state, or national government to enforce laws and apprehend those who break them.
The police generally have no more powers than ordinary citizens, but there are many additional powers that they are given under legislation and under many other enactments. Thus, police have powers of search, seizure and to obtain information beyond that of the ordinary citizen. It is an offence to obstruct them in the course of their duties as it is to waste their time. The Chief Constable is vicariously liable for the wrongs of his force but answers on financial matters to the local authority. The Metropolitan force answers to the Home Secretary, who himself is responsible to Parliament. They will not generally be liable to a member of the public for a failure to prevent crime and it is difficult to sue the police for negligence in carrying out their duties. They may however be sued for MISFEASANCE in office if the requirements of that wrong can be established.
The duties of a police officer on the New York City police force provide an example of what the police do. New York officers are expected to patrol their assigned area, either by car or on foot. They apprehend criminals or crime suspects, stop crimes in progress, and assist people who are in trouble (such as complainants in domestic disputes or emotionally disturbed homeless individuals). They investigate crimes and crime scenes, collect evidence, and interview victims and witnesses. They help find missing persons and handle cases of alleged Child Abuse. They help identify and recover stolen property, and they testify in court as necessary. They also keep detailed records of their activity by filing reports and filling out various forms.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Adapted from https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/enforce] 

A police force may also be referred to as a police department, police service, constabulary, gendarmerie, crime prevention, protective services, law enforcement agency, civil guard or civic guard. Members may be referred to as police officers, troopers, sheriffs, constables, rangers, peace officers or civic/civil guards.[footnoteRef:32] Numerous slang terms exist for the police. Many slang terms for police officers are decades or centuries old with lost etymology. One of the oldest, "cop", has largely lost its slang connotations and become a common colloquial term used both by the public and police officers to refer to their profession.[footnoteRef:33] [32:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police]  [33:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police
] 


