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‘ # It is also possible according to the taw of tort to be liable for the acts or omissions of

ancther person with whom you have a certain relationship. An employer, for example, can

‘ sometimes be held liable for the acts or omissions of his or her employees. This type of

liability is called vicarious liability.

‘ » Most of the tort claims that are brought are based on fault. This means that the

defendant has done something wrong. This fault can consist of having an intention to

‘ commit a wrong, but negligence is often enough to establish fault.

in certain situations independent of any fauit. The defendant in any situation, known as

‘ .. Some torts are based on what lawyers call ‘strict liability’. This means that there is liability

the tortfeasor, will be liable even though harm to the claimant happened without intention
‘ or negligence. For example, let's say a defendant keeps something on his or her land that

is dangerous, such as a harmful chemical. The chemical escapes, due to no fault of the
‘ defendant, and causes harm to neighbours. This is called a breach of a strict duty. The

defendant is liable even though he or she is not at fault.

‘ = Most torts require proof of damage suffered. In addition, that damage must not be too

! remote as a consequence of the defendant’s behaviour. However, some torts do not

‘ require proof of actual damage. Libel is an example of this. If | write something about
someone that is not true, that person does not need proof of damage to bring an action

against me under the law of tort.
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a According to English law the liability that arises in the law of tort comes True False
from both statute and the common law.

b it is possible to bring a case against someone under the law of tort True False
without having any kind of private agreement or contract with that person.

¢ It is impossible to be liable under the law of tort because you haven't True False
done something.

d Itis impossible to be liable for the actions of another person under the True False
law of tort.

e Itis not always necessary to be guilty of some fault to be fiable for a tort. True False

Exercise 2

Look at Ann Edington’s lecture notes on tortious liability again. Find the words or phrases in the notes that

match each of the following meanings.

a The duty that every citizen owes to every other citizen, according to the law of tort.

The word or phrase is

b The name for the general responsibility for harm caused to other people according to the law of tort.

The word or phrase is
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