Unit 5B/Higher

SOME CATEGORIES OF TORT

Exercise 1

Several different types of tort exist in the UK and the USA. Some of these categories of tort are listed in the
box below, together with areas of liability arising under the law of tort. Match each type of tort or area of
liability with the situations that follow.

occupier’s liability {1) defamation (5)
vicarious liability (2) employer’s liability (6)
product liability (3) trespass to land (7)
nuisance (4) false imprisonment (8)
a ‘I own a factory where bread and cakes are manufactured. | did not provide my workers with the

special gloves that they need when they are taking things out of the ovens. One of my workers has
suffered very serious burns to his hands and arms as a result.’

b My neighbour has started to keep animals in her garden. She has some hens and a small pig. The
noise and the smell are terrible.’

¢ ‘1 own a company that transports goods by lorry. Last week one of my drivers was in a petrol station
during his working hours. He lit a cigarette and threw away a lighted match, which caused an
explosion.’

d ‘I bought my son a toy from a company on the internet. The toy is a battery-operated train., When

the train was switched on the batteries became extremely hot and my son bumt his hand when he
was playing with it.’

e 'l own a magazine that contains a lot of gossip about celebrities. Last month my magazine printed a
story that said a local footballer here in Chatsworth had kept some money raised at a charity event
for homeless people. | now know that the story was completely untrue.’

f ‘| study geography at the University of Chatsworth. Last week the whole class had very bad results
on a test. The professor was furious. He locked the door of the lecture room and he refused to let
anyone out of the room until he had finished speaking to us. He kept us there for one hour after our
usual time.’

g ‘I'wentinto a bar last week with some friends and | slipped on some beer that was on the floor.
When | fell | cut my hand on some broken glass. Another customer in the bar told me that a man
had dropped a bottle of beer there about 20 minutes earlier. The bar staff had been told that there
was beer and broken glass on the floor, but they had been too busy to clean it up.’

h  ‘My neighbour walks across my land as a shortcut to the shops. | have been asking him to stop
doing this for months now, but he doesn't listen to me.’
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