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Unit 5A/Foundation

There are three main torts that cause harm to people.

Trespass to the person means to harm
someone in a physical way. To make someone
afraid that | will physically hurt them is the tort of
assault. To actually hurt someone in a physical
way is the tort of battery. To keep someone in a
certain place without that person’s permission is
the tort of false imprisonment. All of these torts
are known as trespass to the person.

Defamation occurs when someone makes a
negative statement about another person which
harms that person’s reputation. In other words,
it means saying or writing something negative
about someone, so that other people think in a
more negative way about that person.

Defamation comes in two forms. The tort of libel
is publishing the statement in a permanent form,
for example, writing it in a book. The tort of
slander refers 1o a statement in a form that is
not permanent, for example, saying sormething in
ordinary conversation.

Negligence occurs when you cause harm to
another person because you were not careful
enough. The law of tart says that in situations
where you can anticipate that your conduct is
likely to cause harm 1o another person then you
have a duty to be careful. Lawyers refer to this
duty as the duty of care. Negligence is the most
common ground for claimants bringing an action
in tort.

Julia runs a café in the town centre. Last week one of Julia’s customers burnt his hand when he
touched a very hot plate. Julia did not warn the customer that the plate was hot. He claims that Julia

was not careful enough and that he will sue Julia on the grounds of

Julia’s solicitor explained to her that as the owner of a café she has a to all
of her customers. This means that she has a duty to make sure that her customers do not suffer any

harm in her café.

Mary was shopping in a large department store last week. A shop assistant says that she saw Mary
take a necklace from the shop without paying. The manager of the shop kept Mary in an office for 45
minutes until the police arrived. The manager did not aliow Mary to leave. The police discovered that

Mary paid for the necklace. Mary sued the store on the grounds of

Gary was playing football on Saturday. Gary shouted at his friend named Bill on the other football team.

He shouted, ‘| am going to kill you!” This is not the tort of

, as Bill did not

really believe that Gary intended to cause him physical harm in this situation.

Last year Paul was successful when he sued the police on the grounds of

Paul was taking part in a political demonstration when a paliceman kicked him and pushed him for

ne reason.

The head of tort that includes faise imprisonment, assault and battery is

The head of tort that includes libel and slander is

David Boyle was at a party last night. David could not find his wallet, which contained £200. David
accused George Lee of stealing his wallet. David said that George was ‘a typical thief', and everyone at
the party heard this. David later found his wallet, which he had left at home. George might sue David

on the grounds of

The actress Crystal Benn is suing a major newspaper on the grounds of

The newspaper published a story that said Crystal takes illegal drugs and the story was not true.
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