Exercise 4

Read this information about torts that cause harm to land. Fill the gaps in the text with the correct words

from the box below,
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There are two main torts that cause harm to land.

® Trespass to land means to go onto someane’s land without that person's {(a)
on the land or it might mean staying there permanently. Trespass to land also
on another person's land without that person’s permission.

mean (b)
includes placing (¢)

= permission - grounds

-+ factory - walking

. This might

® Nuisance means to interfere with a person’s enjoyment of his or her own land, This means that every

individual has a right to (d)
without anyone spoiling that experience. (e)

being in his or her own horne or on his or her own land

who might not be successful in an action

for trespass to land often use this tort as a basis for tegal action. Let's say | have some beautiful trees in

my garden. Near my house is a small (f)

involved in a manufacturing activity that uses

strong chemicals. These chemicals smell very bad, but in addition to this, the fumes from the chemicals

kill the trees in my garden. The factory owner has not (g

the tort of trespass to land.

However, his conduct might give me the right to take action against him on the (h)

of nuisance.

THE DUTY OF CARE

Exercise 1

Read this information about the duty of care in the tort of negligence. The most important words are in the
key vocabulary below. Complete the sentences that follow by matching the first half of each sentence with

the correct ending,

Key vocabulary
& negligence acts

& duty of care omissions

In the UK and the USA most cases in tort are based
upon the tort of negligence. In order to bring a
successful claim against someone for negligence,
the claimant must prove that the defendant was in
breach of his or her duty of care. The duty of care
is the duty to make sure that my conduct does not
harm anyone.

However, the law is a little more complicated than
this. The law of tort says, for example, that | am
liable for

® the things that | do, and also
@ the things that | don’t do.
In other words, | can be liable for harming another

person because of my actions and | can also be
liable because 1 fail to do something that a
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* omit objective

foreseeable " subjective
reasonable person would do under the
circumstances. A lawyer will say that | am liable far
my acts and also for my omissions. Omissions are
the things that | do not do. For example, when
doctors give patients medicine 1o treat an iliness,
and that medicine is dangerous if people drink
alcohol at the same time, the doctors must wam
their patienits. If the doctors do not wam the
patients, then the doctors omit to tell the patients
something important and that amission can cause
harm to the patients. Both statute and the common
law contain rules about the situations in which
people are liable for their acts and their omissions.

Do | have a duty of care to everyone under all
circumstances? The answer to this is ‘'no'. It is an
established common law principle that | am only
liable in certain situations. The main fimit upon my
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