Unit 5A/Foundation

Help desk

What do these words mean?
a principle of law — an established idea that is to slip — to fall because of stepping in something i
used as the basis for a particular area of law. that is wet or icy.

Exercise 2
Use the correct words from the key vocabulary in Exercise 1 to complete the following sentences.

a The main idea of the law of tort is not to punish people who do something wrong but to
people who suffer because of someone else’s conduct.

b lam for the harm that | cause to other people, which means that | have legal
responsibility for causing that harm.

¢ In situations when | deliberately harm another person, | have to harm that person.

d In situations when | harm another person because | was not careful enough, the law says that the
person can make a claim against me based upon my

e Theword’ ' means the same as the word ‘harm’. The word ‘damages’, however, is not
the plural of this word. Damages means financial compensation for harm or damage suffered.

Exercise 3
Read this short text that gives you more information about the law of tort. Answer the questions that foflow
using a full sentence.

Conduct that causes harm to another person is referred o as a tort. We can describe a person’s conduct
by saying that he or she is guilty of a civil wrong. We can also say that he or she has committed a tort.
Several different types of tort exist in English law. Lawyers refer to the different types of tort as categories
of tort or as the heads of tort. If someone harms me | can bring an action in tort. This means that | can sue
that person on the grounds that | have suffered harm. If | am successful in this action, | will receive a
remedy from him or her. A remedy is something that compensates me for my loss or that stops the harm
from happening again. The usual remedy for a tort is damages. The person who is guilty of harming
another person is referred to as a tortfeasor.

a Whatis a tort?

Answer:

b What are the heads of tort?

Answer:

¢ What does to ‘bring an action in tort’ mean?

Answer:

d What is a remedy?

Answer:

e What is the usual remedy for a tort?

Answer:

f What name do lawyers give 1o the person who commits a tort?

Answer:
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