TOLES FOUNDATION EXAM PRACTICE

Emercise 1

Here is a conversation between a lawyer and his client. The conversation is mixed up. Put the conversation
in the correct order. Write your answers in the boxes numbered 2-9 below. There is an example at the
beginning (), which is the start of the conversation.

1+ Good morning Mr Decker. Thank you for coming to see me today. | understand that you have a
complaint avout & newspaper story concerning you and your family published on 5 September.

a That's good news. I'm glad that I'm entitled to do something about this. And 'm certainly sure that
this story damaged my reputation. But what does sue mean’? Wil the person who wrote this stoty go
to prison?

B Is that the same as compensation?

¢ That would be the grounds if the untrue story about you was spoken and not written. In this situation
however, we have good grounds for a defamation claim based upon libel.

d No. In England this type of thing is not a criminal matter. It is what we call a tort. It's a type of civil
wrong. The punishment for the person who published the story will almost certainly be that he or she
has to pay you damages.

e Really? | thought the grounds would be slander.

f Yes, that's correct. The story was in a London newspaper on 5 September and again in a magazine
called ‘Celebrity Gossip’ on 7 September. My wife is very upset about it. We're trying to make sure that
our children do not see the story, but it is difficult. Because I'm a professional footballer, my family are
often in the newspapers and millions of people seem to be interested in our personal lives.

g Yes, it is. Both are a payment of money that the court considers will compensate you for the harm that
the story did to your reputation. In this case the story was in written form, so we will sue them on the
grounds of libel.

h |see. | understand that protecting your family is very important to you. As a professional sportsman,
people are naturally interested in what you do. However, no one is allowed to say or write anything
untrue about you that causes damage to your reputation. When this happens, you have the right to sue.
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